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1 . A telephone answering device, comprising: 
a telephone line interface; 
a control! 



\er; 



voice m^^ssage memory adapted to store a plurality of voice 
messages; and 

a secured Vriessage authorization module adapted to allow a party 
calling said telephone arkwering device to leave a voice message to separately 
secure in a single mailBox said voice message for access only by a user 
authorized to play back saiq voice message. 
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11. A method for securing a voice message in a single mailbox ofa" 
telephone answering device, comprising: 

prompting a party calling said telephone answering device to leave 
a voice message to 4nter an authorized security code; 

comparihg an entered authorized security code to at least one pre- 
stored authorized secl^rity code accessible by said telephone answering device; 
and 

upon matd|hing said entered authorized security code with said at 
least one pre-stored auriorized security code, securing in a single mailbox a 
recorded voice message \or access only by a user authorized to play back said 
voice message. 
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16. A method for accessing a secured voice message in a single 
mailbox of a telephone answering device, comprising: 

prompting! a user of said telephone answering device to enter an 
authorized security cod* on a voice message-by-voice message basis for voice 
messages secured by a calling party; 

comparing an entered authorized security code to at least one pre- 
stored authorized securitv code associated with said voice messages by a calling 
party while leaving a message; and 

upon matching said entered authorized security code with said at 
least one pre-stored authdrized security code, allowing said user access to an 
underlying voice messag^ secured in a single mailbox of said telephone 
answering device. 



18. \Apparatus Tor securing a voice message in a single mailbox of 
a telephone answering device, comprising: 

means for prompting a party calling said telephone answering 
device to enter an ai^thorized security code; 

means ifor comparing an entered authorized security code to at 
least one pre-storeffl authorized security code associated with said voice 
messages by a callind party while leaving a message; and 

means for securing in a single mailbox a recorded voice message 
for access only by a user authorized to play back said voice message, upon 
matching said entered authorized security code with said at least one pre-stored 
authorized security code 
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23. (Tnree Times Amended) Apparatus for accessing a secured 
voice message in a single mailbox of a telephone answering device, comprising: 

means fori prompting a user of said telephone answering device to 
enter an authorized security code on a voice message-by-voice message basis 
for voice messages secured by a calling party; 

means for ftomparing an entered authorized security code to at 
least one pre-stored authorized security code associated with said voice 
messages by a calling party while leaving a message; and 

means for aWowing said user access to an underlying voice 
message secured in a single mailbox, upon matching said entered authorized 
security code with said at leak one pre-stored authorized security code. 
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